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AFDROUGHT 

ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUB J : MALIAN REFUGEES IN ALGERIA 
REF: 38476 

1. UN OFFICE IN ALGIERS HAS RECEIVED NO REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE FOR DROUGHT VICTIMS IN SOUTHERN ALGERIA. 

SOME 15,000 TUAREG, REGIONAL NOMAD TRIBE FROM NIGER, 

MALI AND ALGERIA, ARE KNOWN TO BE AFFECTED BY DROUGHT IN 
AREA. UN OFFICIAL, DE BRECIS WITH FOOD AID PROGRAM, DID 

NOT THINK UN COULD ASSIST IF ASKED DUE TO SMALL BUDGET AND 
HIGH COST OF TRANSPORTATION SOUTH IN ALGERIAN OF RELIEF MATERIALS. 

2. USINT NOTED ALGERIANS ON FEB 2 1 . 1974 ACCOUNCED ADDITIONAL 
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DROUGHT OVER AND ABOVE 2.1 MILLION DOLLARS DONATED IN 
1973. ON FEB. 28 FOR FIRST TIME, ALGERIAN PRESS HAD 
ARTICLE TUAREGS BEING HURT BY DROUGHT AND DRIVEN NORTH 
TO REGGANE, BUT DID NOT MENTION ANY MALIAN REFUGEES OR 
DESCRIBE EXTREME PLIGHT OF TUAREGS. ARTICLE MENTIONS 
GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL ASSISTANCE, BUT MORE AS PART OF ON-GOING 
EFFORT TO SETTLE NOMADIC TRIBES OF AREA. 

3. EMBOFF HAS APPOINTMENT TO MEET WITH ALGERIAN RED 
CRESCENT OFFICIAL WHO HAS PROMISED TO REVIEW SITUATION. 

EAGLETON 
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